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Ryan

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

The Lubrecht experimental forest of MSU

is now able to sustain a

cutting of 1,250,000 board feet per year, members of the Montana State
Forestry Board were told this week by Dean Ross Williams of the MSU school
of Forestry.

Headed by Governor Hugo Aronson, the meeting was held on

the forest for the purpose of thanking the Anaconda Company for its
generosity in donating the 22,000 acre tract to the University.
In his triple role as Governor and Chairman of the boards of Forestry
and Education, Aronson acted to accept the forest officially and presented
a memorial plaque to the Anaconda Company signalizing its gift of the Lubrecht
forest and the Bear Creek logging camp to MSU.
In accepting the plaque for the company, Mr. Ron Dix, manager of the
Anaconda Company*s lumber department, said that the company was proud to have
the opportunity of serving the needs of the State of Montana.

Reviewing the

history of the gift, he noted that the transfer of the Lubrecht forest entered
the negotiation stage as far back as 1927*

At that time, it was decided that

in the future, the experimental forest would be administered, managed, and
operated in accordance with the advice of the Dean of the forestry school
of MSU and that all sales and leases would be used for the benefit of the
school.
Commenting on the product of the forest, Dean Williams noted that
the profits from any cutting program are expected to be applied back on the
land.

The available production of the Lubrecht forest, estimated at 5^ million

board feet of merchantable timber, is the result of the University reforestation
program plus the development of timber too small to harvest at the time of the
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transfer, he said.

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, Missoula

Dean Williams noted that the buildings in which the forestry board met,
together with the cook house and smaller cabins, were constructed from logs
that MSU students felled, bucked, skidded, decked and sawed.

During the past

two years the increasing enrollment of forestry students found the school with
a housing problem.

He credited the Anaconda Company with again coming to the

rescue in presentation of 12 buildings and furnishings from the Bear Creek
logging camp.

These now serve as dormitory, classroom and library.

Also in attendance at the meeting were George Neff, head of the Land
Management Department of the Anaconda Company, Mark Schoknecht, of the
St. Regis Pulp and Paper Company, D. P. Fabrik and Hollis Young, of the
State Forestry Board, Emil Juntunen, of the U. S. Forest Service, and
Gareth Moon, Secretary of Forestry Board and Montana State Forester.
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